
OCCUPATIONAL CODE (EXCERPT)
Act 299 of 1980

339.2001 Definitions.
Sec. 2001. As used in this article:
(a) “Architect” means a person who, by reason of knowledge of mathematics, the physical sciences, and

the principles of architectural design, acquired by professional education and practical experience, is qualified
to engage in the practice of architecture.

(b) “Firm” means a sole proprietorship, partnership, corporation, or limited liability company through
which a person licensed under this article offers or provides a service to the public.

(c) “Person” means a natural person notwithstanding section 105(5).
(d) “Person in responsible charge” means a person licensed under this article who determines technical

questions of design and policy; advises the client; supervises and is in responsible charge of the work of
subordinates; is the person whose professional skill and judgment are embodied in the plans, designs, plats,
surveys, and advice involved in the services; and who supervises the review of material and completed phases
of construction.

(e) “Practice of architecture” means professional services, such as consultation, investigation, evaluation,
planning, design, or review of material and completed phases of work in construction, alteration, or repair in
connection with a public or private structure, building, equipment, works, or project if the professional service
requires the application of a principle of architecture or architectural design.

(f) “Practice of professional surveying” means providing professional services such as consultation,
investigation, testimony, evaluation, planning, mapping, assembling, and interpreting reliable scientific
measurements and information relative to the location, size, shape, or physical features of the earth,
improvements on the earth, the space above the earth, or any part of the earth, and the utilization and
development of these facts and interpretations into an orderly survey map, plan, report, description, or project.
The practice of professional surveying includes all of the following:

(i) Land surveying that is the surveying of an area for its correct determination or description for its
conveyance, or for the establishment or reestablishment of a land boundary and the designing or design
coordination of the plotting of land and the subdivision of land.

(ii) Geodetic surveying that includes surveying for determination of the size and shape of the earth both
horizontally and vertically and the precise positioning of points on the earth utilizing angular and linear
measurements through spatially oriented spherical geometry.

(iii) Utilizing and managing land information systems through establishment of datums and local
coordinate systems and points of reference.

(iv) Engineering and architectural surveying for design and construction layout of infrastructure.
(v) Cartographic surveying for making maps, including topographic and hydrographic mapping.
(g) “Practice of professional engineering” means professional services, such as consultation, investigation,

evaluation, planning, design, or review of material and completed phases of work in construction, alteration,
or repair in connection with a public or private utility, structure, building, machine, equipment, process, work,
or project, if the professional service requires the application of engineering principles or data.

(h) “Principal” means a sole proprietor, partner, the president, vice-president, secretary, treasurer, or
director of a corporation, or a member or manager of a limited liability company.

(i) “Professional engineer” means a person who, by reason of knowledge of mathematics, the physical
sciences, and the principles of engineering, acquired by professional education and practical experience, is
qualified to engage in the practice of professional engineering.

(j) “Professional surveyor” means a person who, by reason of knowledge of law, mathematics, physical
sciences, and techniques of measuring acquired by professional education and practical experience, is
qualified to engage in the practice of professional surveying.

(k) “Services” means professional service offered or provided by an architect in the practice of
architecture, a professional engineer in the practice of professional engineering, or a professional surveyor in
the practice of professional surveying.

History: 1980, Act 299, Imd. Eff. Oct. 21, 1980;Am. 1992, Act 103, Eff. Sept. 1, 1992;Am. 1997, Act 122, Imd. Eff. Nov. 3,
1997;Am. 1998, Act 218, Imd. Eff. July 1, 1998.

Compiler's note: For transfer of powers and duties of certain occupational functions, boards, and commissions from the Department
of Licensing and Regulation to the Department of Commerce, see E.R.O. No. 1991-9, compiled at MCL 338.3501 of the Michigan
Compiled Laws.

Popular name: Act 299
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